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Mining & Geoscience in Ireland
• Long history of Mining

• Rich global  Zinc province

• Tara Mines, now Boliden, >100Mt, since 1977

• Active exploration scene Zn, Li, Au, Cu +

• Small in economy (FinTech, Pharma, ICT, FDI)

• Geological Survey Ireland -1845

• Dept. of Climate, Energy & the Environment

• FREE DATA POLICY since 2007!

• Active outreach & comms

Boliden Tara Mines, Navan, Ireland



Tellus programme-1

National Geochemistry Survey

Every 4 sq.km 

2 samples A & S from 21,388 sites.

➢ 42,000 samples 

➢ Completed 2024

Achieved 100% coverage

Full dataset processed end 2026

Lithium in Soils, Tellus, GSI
Soil sampling, Tellus, GSI



Tellus Programme -2
National Airborne Geophysics 
60m survey altitude

200m line spacing 

Magnetics, Electromagnetics, Radiometrics

Including Northern Ireland we have flown c. 512,000 
line kms 
c.16,000 to complete 100% ROI = 422,000 lkm to date

> than distance to the moon, 384,400 km!

Airborne Magnetics, Tellus, GSI
Airborne Survey, Tellus, GSI



Tellus Programme-3 Outreach Issues

Outreach

•Over 900,000 fliers – to date – sent to every household in survey area

•PR – radio interviews, newspaper articles, TV features

•Telephone hotline

•IFA Text messages (Farmers Association)

•Public meetings 

•Events (National scientific and heritage events)

•Engagement with state / public bodies

•Organisations – horse breeders, flying clubs etc

•Social media  / twitter

➢



and more Outreach!

Tales from Tellus 

StoryMap



GSI Stand at National Ploughing Show, Ireland 



Research on Attitudes to Mining -1
• Commissioned research by GSI at Economic & Social Research 

Institute, under Pacific Project, Horizon Europe, 2018-22



Research on Attitudes to Mining -2

Highlights of research

• Public support for green developments hinges on the first 
information people receive.

• Early expression of attitudes makes individuals less receptive to 
conflicting information.

• Counteracting primacy effect requires presenting opposing 
information without repeating the initial information.

• High environmental concern may hinder support for green 
developments (e.g. CRM mining) if they pose environmental risks.

• Strong place attachment correlates with reduced support for 
developments involving changes to people’s localities.

Separate GSI Research on Trust

• Government Scientists > Government > Companies

 Therefore GSO information is NB



Take home messages

• Get accurate information out early!

• Engage with the public & interested groups  (not just online!)

• GSO’s -Don’t be apologists or champions of the companies!

• Companies- Keep GSO’s informed!

• Geoscience data has multiple uses – not just mining

• Mining data has multiple uses- Geothermal, groundwater etc

• Geological Surveys need to be seen as honest (information) brokers
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